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SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Mr. Clerk. Membe rs, we are on
General File. If you co uld give us a little bit of your
a t t e n t i o n , i t ' s g e t t i n g a l i t t l e l o ud i n h e r e . Tha n k y ou v e r y
much. Sen ator Redfield, if you would fill us in on.. . take a
minute or two and fill us in on where we were.

SENATOR REDFIELD: Thank you, Senator Cudaback, members o f the
body. Th is cons titutional amendment was before us last week,
a nd we did talk about it a little bit. We have in the state o f
Nebraska a program of homestead exemption for older citizens and
t hose w i t h d i sab i l i t i e s . Th e r e i s a v e r y c l ea r - c u t i n co m e l e ve l
requirement. There is a very clear-cut requirement on the value
o f y o u r p r o pe r t y . Wh a t we do no t h av e u n d er t he Con st i t u t i o n o f
Nebraska is a clear-cut differentiation between voter-approved
and nonvoter-approved levies. So in fact, the state of Nebraska
h as bee n p ay i ng t he qu a l i f i ed p e r c en t a ge o f t h e h ome s t ea d
exemption for these people, irregardless of what issues may have
been approved b y the vote rs. We have s een in the Revenue
Committ ee , a s we l o ok a t t h e d a t a t ha t ha s b ee n c o m p i l ed b y t he
D epartment o f Property Tax A sse ssment, a n increase, a n
e xponent i a l i n c r ea s e , a t d ou b l e t h e r a t e o f o t he r l e v y i n c r e a s e s
o r , I sh o u l d sa y , p r op e r t y t ax i n c r e ase s , f o r t h e se
v ote r - a p p r o v e d i ss u e s . Why ? We l l , some t i m e s i t ' s a b on d i s s ue .
We' ve had those aro und f or a long tim e . They ' re for
construction projects. But we are also seeing levy ove rrides.
And certainly, a s we are f acing our budget here at the state
level this year, there w ill be a grea t deal c ' discussion
whether again w e will allow small government entities, such as
schools, to exceed t ha t le v y limit w i t h or w ith out voter
approval, but cer tainly if the y choose to exceed it on their
own. W e h a v e p eo p l e g o i n g t o t h e p o l l s a n d t h ey ar e i n cu r r i ng a
debt which is paid for by th e state o f Nebraska . Th is is
something t hat i s di f f i cu l t fo r u s t o budg e t f or , bec a u se i n
fact we can 't predict ho w many vot er-approved i ssues are
actually going to be su cc essful on the ballot. And so as we
l ook ou t i n t o t he ne x t t wo y e a r s , o r e v e n i n t o t h e b i e n n i a l
after that, we have to a sk ourselves whether in fact we are
g oing t o b e a b l e t o c o n t i nu e t o f u n d t h e e x i st i n g h ome st e a d
exemption as we have pre pared i t. We do have an inflation
f ac to r t h a t i s b u i l t i n t o t h a t . An d we may i n f a c t f i n d
ourselves, as more and more voter-approved issues are successful
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